'JUST AF ORDINARY FArTLv!

Tnis very informal sketch is undoubtedly full of factual errors,
for which correction i1s urgently sciicited, However, it is more
of a reflection cn a group of human beings who probably considered
themselves fairly crdinary, and yet demonstrated some extraors
dinar- ily fine characteristics : Family loyalty, discipline, cou-
rage, generc: sity, patience,and, for some, true piety:- enterprise,
integrity, sportsman. ship, and good humers

The outstanding contributions of the Gooderham and Worts fams -
ilies to the fabric of Canadian society: business, banking, real
estate, sperting, health, education, church, the arts, social
movements;- are well documented, The names are nearly all those
of men., Surely mothers, wives, daughters and women associates
deserve more credit!

This piece attempts to e11c1t some of the domestic drama which,
when the events were occuring, were sc¢ heart felt -.and vet, now
remzin te us as mere dates and lists of names. We must use our
imaginations, and put ourselves in their places. If we can do this,
the 15th Century will have more meaning for us and we will appre-
ciate more kKeenly tne heritage which lies around the austere facts,

Our story begins on the flat, rural stretches of land, dotted
with-huge windmills, where the Waveney River sep=zrates Norfeclk
from Suffolk two thirds of the way between Cambridge University
and the North Sea coast of England.

Sarah Rodwell was baptised in the Scole Anglican Church on the
15th of Wovember 1766. About 22 years later we can suppose that
she married James Gooderham, (9 years older than herself) because
their first child was baptlsed in the church on the 17 of February
1789, James and Sarah's eigihit recorded living children arrived
every twe years, and cone can only surmise that Saranh died while
giving birth to the youngest, Horace, since the year of his birth
and the year of her death coincide. This death in childbirth is
the first of a sad and recurring event of which we note evidence
in the Gooderham and Worts family story until well into the 20th
century, along with the brief " died in infancy " notation in the
gere slogies, OSpeaking of geneologies, 'Cntarian Families' males 1t
very clear that men were considered to be definitely of more im=-
nortance then women, Iven if he weres born the last-born, any boy
in the family was listed first, and often only the souns' dates were
cengidered worthy of mention. We can cnly arrive at tne others,
by a series of edueated zZuesses.

By 1820, James had alsc died,at age 63. Williarn, the 2nd cldest
child was tnirty years old, and with his wife Harriet ~ee Herring,
was farming his father's land, with his six brothers. He had hed
an adventurous and dangerocus youth, going to work at the aze of 12,
after nis mother's death, A4s a Royal York Ranger nhe had been in-
volvedﬁn the capture of the iIslands of HMartinigue and Guadslupe,
during the Napoleonic wars, contracted yellow fever, and barely
escaped a waterJ grave wnen his home~bound ship was burmt to the
waterline. Tignty four invalided soldiers drownea. Tis neighbour
and later otaher-in~law, James | OrtS,WaS with Willliam for these
militaryadventures. :

The ambitiocus young Gooderhams neard that there was no flour
mill in the Upper Canadian town of York, lying between the Don and
fumber Rivers, on the North shore of Lake Cntario. They were con-
vinced that they could make a much better life for their growing
families in: the "ew World' and laid their plams. Babies hiad Just
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been born, and cthers' births were due. There was land and eguip-
ment to dispose of (perhaps to the five Trothers who remzined, and
presumably :were the antecedanbds of fthe many Gooderhams wnose names
appear in today's Bungay-Scole telepnone directory.) Way didn'st
they all come? Did they regret their decisdon to stay? Apparently,
the three emigrants had no regrets! With their young families, Wil-
liam (aged 41), Ezekiel (37), and Elizabeth (35), the second, four-
th and fifth of Sarah and James' Gooderham's eight children made
their plans for an adventure which was to profoundly affect the
development of tiaeir new ccuntry, Canada,

It was sensible to send a scout on ahead. So, in 183%1, Eliza-
beth's husband, James Worts then aged (?37),accompanied by his old-
esy child,; James Gocderham Worts aged (13) arrived in York, took
lodging in a house on Ontario Street and built 2 stone grist-mill
near the mouth of the Don River. 4As a miller in Rungay, near Scole,
he had routinely used windpower, and tuis seemed a logical step
for their plans to serve the pressing needs for milling in York,
with its population of 3,500, Spring of 1832 brought news of the
departure of the ship 'Anne', from England.

As the expected date of arrival of all the rest of the families
drew near, James Worts rented a house for them. First Tzekiel and
his wife Harriet arrived, (they eventually had 11 children) with
tne news that the rest of the party, delayed in Guebec, (for guar-
antine?) would soon be at York. James and his son must have been
taken aback to find, as they anxiously strained to recognize the
faces of their loved ones at the wharf, that William and Harriet
had assumed responsibility for an additional eleven children, whose
parents had both died on beoard ship. This brought the party, inc-
luding servants t¢ 54. Cholera was a constant threat on these long
Sea voyages, and it mwst have been with grateful hearts that the
families were reunited, with no loss of life., (One mystery: who were
those eleven children, "adopted in all but name" and where ars
Thelr descendants today? Can anyone help to solve this mystery?)

The firm of Worts and Gooderham made history by depositing
in the Bank of Upper Canada the largest sum ever oplaced at one
time by an immigrant, on tne 2o July, 1832 the day after arrival
in YTork. The partnership became cfficial the next day. As the
more experienced in milling, James Worts was the logical senior
partner, even although it was Wm. Gooderham who appears to have
nhad the most money to invest, partly from sale of nis valuable
farmland in Norfolk and partly from his previous stint of recruit-
ing for the British army, in which capacity " he made a considerable
amount of money." :

However, in less than 2 years (February 183%4) TFlizabeth Worss,
aged 39, died in child birth, and James Worts, suffering from grief
and depression, drowned himself in the well of the mill ne nad just .
finished building. At about this time, the 2nd Worts child, William,
drowned in Toronto Harbour, : This left, as the 'man of the family',
James Geoderham Worts, aged 15, with a younger brother, George,

(who later married Martha-Jane Green and became a merchant in Hills-
burgh, Co. Wellington) and young sisters Mildred, Sarah and Elizabeth.

Cne conjectures that William and Harriet Gooderham,then both
aged 44, must have spread themselves still more thinly, to care:.:
for the grieving orphaned nieces:and nephews, their own young and
growing familiy,and the orphaned eleven children.

1834 may have been a year of celebration for the citizens of
the new city of Toronto, but it held much domestic drama for these
two families. Wm. and Harriet Gooderham's seventh child, Edward,
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nad been born in February 1832, shortly before their departure for
Canada, ITwo monthe after sister Zlizabeth Worts' death, and her
nusband James Worts' suicide, on April 4th 1834, Harriet gave birth
to Henry, ner eighth child. Nineteen days later, little ndward died,
aged two. :

By this time, the two oldest Gooderhams, daughters Saran (b. 1816)
and Louisa {b. 1822) were sixteen and twelve respectively, and must
aave been shouldering considerable responsibility for house keep=
ing and child care.

Hard woerk was the order of the day. James Gooderham Worts
did not go fto the University: of Torcnto-- as other young men mignt,
but was quicklyworked into the Firm, which was now called Cooderham
and Worts, reversing the original order. By 1845 he was a partner.
In 1846 they built their own wherf, and within another 10 years
were operating a small fleet of lake schooners.

They moved into distilling in 18%7, simply to make use of
second-grade grain left surplus from milling. They switched from
wind-power tc steam,:.and the wind mill built by James Worts was
allowed to become derAlict, "All that now remains is one siome.

4 Seccnd Rond

James Gooderham Worts grew up, to marry Sarah Pright, and
have three sons (1) James - Gordon (1843-1846) (2) James-Ccoderham
1853-1884 (died aged 31, leaving 3 children, ineluding =z vear-cld
son, named (what else?) James-Gooderham Worts (3) Thomas Frederick
b. 1857- : and six daughters, including Charlotte-Touisa, who
married on 26 April 1865 to William - Hemyy Beatty, and gave birth
to five children, including Charles William Beatty (1871-1958) who
wno married in 1896, Lillian ¥ay Gooderham, (1874-1967), eleventh
of George Cooderham's twelve children,

Thus, tne two families, first joined in Sccle, dorfolk in
1816 when Flizabeth Gooderham married James Worts, were once again
joined, eighty years later, in the bustling city of Toronio.
nC.W.T and Lily May Beatbtty lived the rest of their lives at
St. Gecorge Street, Toronto.

(A%

The Zzekiel Gooderhams apparently vreferrad to continus farn-
ing, rather then become involved in milling, with its rather sig-
nificant venture inte distilling., Ezekiel's farmland in ths Toronto
arez must nave become of increasing value as the city grew. Tt is
coped that as a result of the interest in the three immigrant fam-
ilies, the'Tzekiel' side of the nistory will become better inown.
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